
Goose Creek High School Summer Reading: ELA 1H 

Optional Honors English I Summer Assignment – Defining Heroism  

*You will receive an extra credit TEST grade for the assignment.* 

Read one (1) work of your choice from the list below. 

You must complete the following assignments. This work must be typed, double spaced, and all 
assignments must be submitted as a complete packet (no folders or page protectors please). Pay 
careful attention to directions.   

ANY TYPE OF CHEATING AND/OR PLAGIARIASM WILL RESULT IN NO CREDIT EARNED! 

1) Constructed Response 

Notes should be taken on theme, character, and important events. It may be beneficial to keep a dictionary with you 
while you read to decode words. The constructed response must be about an identified theme and how it relates to 
heroism.  
• A claim that identifies the connection between the text and heroism.  
• At least four pieces of quoted evidence, correctly cited.  
• An explanation that follows each piece of evidence. The explanation should CLEARLY  explain HOW the 
 evidence proves the connection (claim) 
• Length: 500 words minimum - See typing requirements below. 
 
2) Title Page 
Design a neat, creative, and colorful title page. Do not just print the cover of the book. Perhaps you will design a 
new cover or illustrate an important passage. I do not expect great artwork, but I do expect your work to show time 
and effort. Your title page must include: 
• Your Name 
• Class Name 
• Teacher’s Name 
• Date 
• Colorful artwork that illustrates some combined aspect of the book 
 
Your work must be typed, Times New Roman font, with 1.5 spacing.  
 
Evaluation criteria: 
Constructed Response        -80 points total 
 Clear, insightful claim       (20 points) 
 4 correctly cited and fully explained pieces of evidence   (40 points) 
 Few, if any, grammar/mechanic errors     (20 points) 
 
Title Page         -20 points 

 

This assignment must be turned in by the 2nd day of school in order 
to receive an extra credit test grade! No extensions will be allowed.  

 

GOOD LUCK, GOOD READING, AND ENJOY YOUR SUMMER  

 

 



Goose Creek High School Summer Reading: ELA 1H 

 
1. Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War Two by Joseph Bruchac   

Throughout World War II, in the conflict fought against Japan, Navajo code talkers were a crucial part of 
the U.S. effort, sending messages back and forth in an unbreakable code that used their native language. 
They braved some of the heaviest fighting of the war, and with their code, they saved countless American 
lives. Yet their story remained classified for more than twenty years. 
 
But now Joseph Bruchac brings their stories to life for young adults through the riveting fictional tale of 
Ned Begay, a sixteen-year-old Navajo boy who becomes a code talker. His grueling journey is eye-opening 
and inspiring. This deeply affecting novel honors all of those young men, like Ned, who dared to serve, and 
it honors the culture and language of the Navajo Indians. 
 

2. Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury 
Guy Montag is a fireman. His job is to destroy the most illegal of commodities, the printed book, along 
with the houses in which they are hidden. Montag never questions the destruction and ruin his actions 
produce, returning each day to his bland life and wife, Mildred, who spends all day with her television 
“family.” But when he meets an eccentric young neighbor, Clarisse, who introduces him to a past where 
people didn’t live in fear and to a present where one sees the world through the ideas in books instead of 
the mindless chatter of television, Montag begins to question everything he has ever known. 
 

3. The Book Thief, Markus Zusak 
It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and will be busier 
still. 
By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is changed when she picks up a single object, partially hidden in the 
snow. It is The Gravedigger's Handbook, left behind there by accident, and it is her first act of book 
thievery. So begins a love affair with books and words, as Liesel, with the help of her accordian-playing 
foster father, learns to read. Soon she is stealing books from Nazi book-burnings, the mayor's wife's library, 
wherever there are books to be found. 
But these are dangerous times. When Liesel's foster family hides a Jew in their basement, Liesel's world is 
both opened up, and closed down. 

 

4. Lord of the Flies, William Golding 
At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a group of schoolboys. 
At first, with no adult supervision, their freedom is something to celebrate. This far from civilization they 
can do anything they want. Anything. But as order collapses, as strange howls echo in the night, as terror 
begins its reign, the hope of adventure seems as far removed from reality as the hope of being rescued. 

 

5. Speak, Laurie Halse Anderson 
"Speak up for yourself—we want to know what you have to say." From the first moment of her freshman 
year at Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big fat lie, part of the nonsense of high school. She is 
friendless, outcast, because she busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops, so now nobody will talk 
to her, let alone listen to her. As time passes, she becomes increasingly isolated and practically stops 
talking altogether. Only her art class offers any solace, and it is through her work on an art project that she 
is finally able to face what really happened at that terrible party: she was raped by an upperclassman, a guy 
who still attends Merryweather and is still a threat to her. Her healing process has just begun when she has 
another violent encounter with him. But this time Melinda fights back, refuses to be silent, and thereby 
achieves a measure of vindication.  

 


